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SHIPBUILDING AND REPAIR
The Governmeiit Dockyards, at Dawbon across the Pazun-
daung Creek from Rangoon, were engaged in making small
naval craft at the time of the Japanese invasion. The Rangoon
Port Trust had extensive workshops below the Brooking Street
Wharves for the servicing of the numerous small craft, dredg-
ers, etc., under its control. The only important dockyards
capable of building or repairing ocean-going vessels, however,
were the Dalla Dockyards belonging to the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company, described in chapter x, under "Engineering/' p. 148.
MINOR PORTS
As indicated by the tabulation (see p. 214) at the begin-
ning of this chapter, Akyab, Moulmein, and Bassein all vied
for second place among Burma's ports, and each port has stood
second on various occasions. Akyab, chief town of Arakan
on the west coast, is the only port other than Rangoon where
large vessels may anchor alongside the docks. Its Iron pier
was 324 feet long, and., was capable of accommodating vessels
of 19-foot draught. In January 1947 the Survey of Depart-
mental Activities reported progress in repairing the main
Akyab wharf. Its four cranes were of one and one-half to
seven tons lifting capacity. Akyab's only export of any impor-
tance is rice, and it is the oldest rice-exporting port in Burma.
It is the center of considerable inland and coastal navigation in
small vessels, and before and during the Japanese invasion a
few motor roads were built to connect Akyab with other parts
of the Arakan. However, it is unlikely that road traffic will
equal water traffic .in the foreseeable future. Akyab is also a
minor and occasional stopping point for airplanes on the Cal-
cutta-Rangoon run.
Moulmein is near the mouth of the great Salween River,
and had moorings in that river capable of accommodating any
required number of vessels. It had a 176-foot pontoon wharf
capable of accommodating" a vessel with 20-foot draught. Mout
mein is an important center for the rice and teak trade, but as